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Executive Summary

The sample survey of households was conducted in all the states and Union Territories of
India during February - May 2009. The following findings are based on the data collected
from a sample of 99,226 households.

It was estimated that there were 190,582,581 children in the age group 6-13 years. Out of
these, the estimated number of out-of-schoal children in the country was 81,550,617 who
comprised 4.28% of the total children in this age group.

The estimated number of children in the age-group 6-13 was 155,143,385 in rural areas and
35,438,196 in urban areas, The survey clearly brought out the urban-rural dichotomy to the
fore as the estimated number of children who are out-of-school was 7.024.118 in rural
areas (4.53%) and 1,126,500 in urban areas {3,18%).

The percentage of out-of-schoel children was relatively tugher armong those in the age
group 11-13 years (5 23%) compared to those in the age group 6-10 years (3.69%).

Percertages of out-of-school boys and girls in the age group 6-10 years were 3.40% and
4.04% respectively. For the age group 11-13 years, the percentage of out-of-school children
was relatively higher among girls (2 79%) than boys (4.7 7%).

Among the different social groups, the esuimated percentage of out-of-school children is
7.67% for Muslims, 5.60% for 5Ts, 5.96% for 5Cs, 2.67% for OBC and Others.

The survey reveals that estimated 2,857,096 children in the age group 6-13 (i.e. 1.52% of
the total number of children in the age group 6-13) are physically ar mentally thallenged. Of
these, 38.00% suffered from orthopedic disability, whereas the percentage of children who
suffered from mental, visual, speech and multiple gisabilities ranged from 9.7% to 18,00%,
Hearing disability has been found enly in 7.7% of the total physically or mentally challenged,

Of the total physically or mentally challenged children, ©88.359 (38.13%) were out-of-
school. Analysis by differant types of disability showed that 58.57% children with multiple
disabilities are out-of-school fallowee by those with mental disability (48.03%) and speech
disability (36.96%). Among those with visual disability 29.7% were cut-of-schedl.

At the national level, among the children who were out-of-schoal, 74.89% were those who
never went to school and 25.11% were those who had dropped aut from school after ore
or more years of schoaling.




10. Among the dropouts, the highest percentage is of those who dropped out after completing

class || and class Il (19.64% and 19.55% respectively). Next is the percentage of those who
dropped out after class V (19.17%).

11. Among those who are reported to be attending school in the age group 6-13, an
overwhelming 71.7% are In Government schools, 26.91% in Private recognized schaols,

12. More than 10% of the urban children in the age group 6-13 years were living In slum areas
and 3.74% of the children in the age group 6-13 years living in slum area were out of school,

13. More than 50% of the total children in the age group 6-13 years were living in below
poverty line families (henceforth called BPL) and 5.22% of the children i the age group 6-13
years living in BPL families were out of school.

14, Estimates provided by the survey are expected to be guite reliable at the level of the
country and for major states, as the sample was guite adeguate and representative of all
regions. In the case of smaller states, some caution needs to be exercised while interpreting
results in these states due to smallness of samples.



National Snapshot

This section details out the key findings of the study at a National Level. The data has been
disaggregated by location (urban & rural), gender, age group, social group and type of
disabilities. Furthermore, a comparison of the current findings with 2005 Qut of school survey
has a/so been done. In that survey also, similar sampling design and methodology were used.
The ensuing table presents the overview of the findings at an All india level at various levels of
disaggregation.
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At the country level, out of an estimated 19.05 crore children in the age group 6-13 years an
estimated 81.5 lakhs children in the age group 6-13 years were out of school, This translated to
4.28% of all the children who were out of school in the age group 6-13 years across all the
States and Union Territories (UT's) in India. The percentage of out of school children in rural
areas (4.53%) was higher than in the urban areas (3.18%). In Rural india, an estimated 70.24




lakhs children in the age group &-13 years were out of school whereas an estimated 11.26 lakhs
children in theage group 6-13 years were out of school in Urban India.

Gender wise disaggregation revealed that 41.05 lakhs males and 40.45 lakhs females were out
school. This translated into 3.92% of the estimated male population (10456 crore) were out of
school and 4.71% of the estimated female population {8.59 crore) were out of school, The study
also revealed that, in Rural India, percentage of female population who were out of school
(5.00%) was higher than the male population (4.06%).

Among the two age groups, i.e. 6-10 years and 11-13 years, it was observed that, estimated
percentage of out of school children was higher in the age group 11-13 years (5.23%) as
compared to 6-10 years (3.69%). This is primarily because the estimated percentage of
dropouts in the country was 25.11% and dropouts are higher in the higher age group.

Caste wise analysis of out of schoal children revealed that an estimated 7.67% of the Muslim
children were out of school, This percentage was higher than the cut of school percentage of
the ather categories like SC children (5.96%), ST children (5.60%) and OBC + Others children
(2.67%). Among the Muslim out of Schoal children, 46.8% were the female population.

The study revealed that an estimated 28.97 lakhs children in the age greup 6-13 years was
physically ar rnentally challenged This translated into 1.52% of children being disabled ameng
the total thild population the age group 6-13 years. Among the children who were disabled
9.88 lakhs children aged 6-13 years were out of school. This translated into 34.12% of the
estimated physically disabled out of school children. Analysis of out of school by type of
disabilities revealed 48.03% chiléren who suffered from mental disability were out of schoaol.
24.68% of the children who suffered from Orthopedic/Locomotars disability were aut of school.



Chart 11

Percentage of Qut-of-School Children — By Locality

A caomparison was drawn from the earlier
survey to obierve the magnitude of change
among the out of school children, Locality
wise analysis revealed that at an overall level
the percentage of out of schoael children aged
6-13 years has decreased from 6.94% in 2005
to 4.28% in 2009 study.
sharper
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Rural India it
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to 3.18% in 2009 study The fall in Rural India has majorly contributed in bringing down the

overall apgrepates percentages

Chart :2 Percentage of Dropouts & Never Attended Children
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Amaong the 4 28% out of school children
In 2009 survey 1.1% of the estimated 6-13
Had
3.2% were

children population
and
children who had never attended schoal.

dropped out

from schools those
The dropout proportion decreased from
22% in 2005 survey to 1.1% in 2009
survey. The never attended proportion

also decreased from 4.7% in 2005 to 3.25%

in 2003 survey

Chart :3 Pereentags Out-of-School Children - By Age Group

Age group wise comparison revealed that there
was precipitous decrease in the out of children
in age group 11-13 years where 5.23% of the
children were in 2009 as
compared 8.56% children in 2005 survey.

out. of school
In
age group 6-10 years the out of schoaol children
has decreased from 6.10% in 2005 study to

3.69% in the present study.
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Chart :4 Percentage of Cut-of-School Children — By Gender

A gender-wise analysis of out of children
revealed that a higher proportion of girls were
out of school as compared to boys in both
rounds, However, the proportion out of school
girl child among the age group 6-13 years
decreased in current round of study (4.71%) as
compared to 2005 survey (7.92%). In numbers
this translated to 40.45 lakhs girls being out of
school in the current rourd of study from

67.72 Lakhs in 2005. Decline in the percentage
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of out of school female children could be attributed to the several initiatives for girls’ education
under S5A. The proportion of the out of schoo! male child decreased from 6.18% (66.87 Lakh) to

3.92% (41.05 Lakhs) in current round of study

Chart :5 Percentage of Out-of-School Children - By Social Group
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Among the social gftoup categories |here
was a significant decrease in the out of
school ST children which reduced from
9.54% of the estimated ST population
{L73 crores) in 2005 <urvey to 5.60% of
estimated ST [1.50
crores) in the current round of study. The

child population

proporticn af eut of school Muslim

children remained on the higher side

decreased from 9.97%

population in the age group 6-13

among the social groups. However it

in 2005 survey to arpund 7.67% of the estimated Muslim child
12 years (244 crores) in 2009 survey,

Chart:6 Percentage of Disabled Dut-of-Schoal Children aged&-13 years

Out of the total estimated diczbled out of
school children in this rourd of study
[28.97 Lakhs) 34.12% children were out of
schanl, This: proportion was 24.19% in
2005 survey.
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